42   STORIES  THAT WORDS  TELL  US.

We see how Gaul and Britain, as France and
England were called in Roman times, had their
names changed after the fall of the Roman Empire ;
but most of the countries round the Mediterranean
Sea kept their old names, just as they kept for the
most part their old languages. Italy, Greece, and
Spain all kept their old names, although new peoples
flocked down into these lands too. But though
new peoples came, in all these lands they learned
the ways and languages of the older inhabitants,,
instead of changing everything, as the English did
in Britain, And so it was quite natural that they
should keep their own names too.

Most of the other countries in Europe took their
names from the people who settled there. Germany
(the Roman Germania) was the part of Europe where
most of the tribes of the German race settled down.
The divisions of Germany, like Saxony, Bavaria,
Frisia, were the parts of Germany where the Ger-
man tribes known as Saxons, Bavarians, and Fris-
ians settled. The name Austria comes from Osier-
reich, the German for "eastern kingdom/' Hol-
land, on the other hand, takes its name from the
character of the land. It comes from holt, mean-
ing " wood," and lant, meaning " land." The little
country of Albania is so called from Alba, or " white/'
because of its snowy mountains.

But perhaps the names of the old towns of the old
world tell us the best stories of all. The greatest
city the world has ever seen was Rome, and many